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Dear Reader,

In his speech on the state of the European Union on 14  September, 

President of the EU Commission Jean-Claude Juncker spoke of an “exis-

tential crisis” with regard to the refugee crisis, mass unemployment in 

South-eastern Europe, the terrorist threat and the Brexit vote. Three 

days later, at an informal special summit in Bratislava, the 27 EU heads of 

government (excluding Great Britain) passed a reform agenda in which 

they agreed on the smallest common denominators regarding issues of 

security and border protection. 

A more comprehensive approach to dealing with the crisis had already 

been formulated by Hungary’s premier Viktor Orbán and the chairman 

of the Polish governing party Jarosław Kaczyński in early September. 

They consider the cause of the “crisis of the European conscious” to lie 

primarily in the dissolution of national and religious identities, which 

they regard as being compounded by the refugee crisis. The model of 

dealing with the refugees with “flexible solidarity” presented by Hun-

gary, Poland, Slovakia and the Czech Republic at the special summit in 

Bratislava must thus be seen in the context of Kaczyński’s und Orbán’s 

idea of a “cultural counter-revolution”.

Is a spectre haunting Europe once more? National-conservative politi-

cians’ demand that Europe refuse to relinquish its cultural wealth and 

national differences would appear quite legitimate if it did not go hand 

in hand with the dismantling of democratic principles and increasing-

ly authoritarian tendencies. These developments (not only) in Central 

and Eastern Europe require a differentiating approach however. Hence 

political and sociological analysis must give consideration to the socio-

cultural situation specific to individual countries in order to meet the 

challenges in each of the newest EU member states, the current can-

didates for accession and the other neighbouring countries in Eastern 

and South-Eastern Europe – flexibly and with solidarity – and in order to 

be able to adapt existing strategies of transformation and integration.

This task is taken up by the participants of an international workshop 

organised by the “Academic Swiss Caucasus Net” (ASCN) on the subject 

of “Illiberal and Authoritarian Tendencies in Central, South-Eastern and 

Eastern Europe” from 13–15 October in Munich. In the present issue, 

authors from the countries concerned present their findings and theses 

so far. Here we would like to express our thanks to the coordinators of 

the ASCN for their smooth cooperation and generous financial support 

and to translator and proofreader John Heath for his assistance in pre-

paring the present English edition.

Regula Zwahlen


